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that his ship was doomed, I am quite sure Rageot felt content to
pass with her.

It never occurred to the Admiral, or to me at the time, that the
Bouvet had struck a moored mine, but after her survivors had
been interviewed, it was decided that a mine and not a heavy shell
had blown up her magazine. We know now that she was the
first victim of the Nousrefs minefield.

In peace time, a loss like that of the Bouvet, in full view of her
consorts, would have made a tremendous impression, but in the
heat of action such things are soon forgotten, and in a few minutes
I was intent in watching our old battleships taking up the gage.
The loss of the Bouvet had encouraged the enemy to bring such
guns as they could into action again, and the Ocean and Irresistible
on the Asiatic, and Albion and Vengeance on the European flank,
supported by the Smftsure and Majestic respectively, opened fire
at 12,000 yards, and closed the range to 10,000 yards. The only
fort which was making any effective reply was Fort 19, though
other guns were firing wildly. At 3.15 Fort 19 dropped one or
two heavy shells alongside the Irresistible, and the Queen Elizabeth
treated the fort to a few salvoes, which silenced it again.

** At 4 p.m. the forts at the Narrows were practically
silenced, batteries guarding the minefields were contained,
and the situation appeared to be most favourable for clear-
ing the minefield. . . . The personnel of the trawlers, with
a few notable exceptions, is not satisfactory for sweeping
under fire."*

It only remained for the sweepers to play their part, and had
they done so we would have been spared two of the losses we
were about to suffer.

Before 2 p.m., as I have said, I did not think the fire from
concealed howitzers and field guns would ever be a decisive
factor. I was wrong. The fear of their fire was actually the
deciding factor of the fortunes of that day. For five hours
the Wear and picket boats had experienced, quite unperturbed
and without any loss,"]" a far more intense fire from them than
the sweepers encountered when they entered the Straits, but

* Admiral de Robeck's telegram 237, March i9th, 1915,

t The Inflexib&s picket boat was sunk by a shell from the Narrows.